
 
 

NO TO THE CONTINUOUS ATTACKS AGAINST TEACHERS AND THE PUBLIC 
EDUCATION SYSTEM 

 
LET US EDUCATE WITHOUT FEAR 
The CGT Federation of Education wishes to express its support to the teachers of the 
secondary school “Institut El Palau de Sant Andreu de la Barca” (Barcelona), and to 
teachers in Catalonia more widely, in the face of the campaign of threats, attacks, 
complaints against alleged “indoctrination”, and harassment launched against them 
by the government, instigated by Ciutadans, Societat Civil Catalana, PP and the far-
right — under the shelter of the application of Article 155 of the Constitution — and 
with the direct collaboration of some mass media.  We DENOUNCE this campaign 
of attacks and public stigmatization against teachers in Catalan schools, a campaign 
which is now been extended to other territories like Valencia. This smear campaign 
is also affecting our trade union, our general secretary and several CGT comrades 
who are acting as spokespersons of teachers at the Institut El Palau. 
 
From 1st October we have endured a campaign to destabilize the Catalan education 
system which has prepared and provided cover for a subsequent reform and the 
intervention from the State. Linguistic immersion, the contents of subjects like 
History and Geography, and aspects such as training to think critically are some of 
its targets. Institut El Palau is among the schools that have most intensely suffered 
this campaign, which has also affected other schools in Catalonia. 
 
The campaign we are denouncing began when a complaint against 9 teachers of the 
Institut El Palau, including their names and those of underage students, was made 
public by the Public Prosecutor´s Office. At the same time, the newspaper “El 
Mundo” published with all impunity an infamous article that violated the presumption 
of innocence as well as the privacy of the teachers who were being prosecuted. 
Later, Albert Rivera disseminated it publicly. Some hours later the walls of the school 
showed graffiti with the names of some of the teachers and insults such as “rats” or 
“Nazis”.  
 
This is causing an enormous damage to El Palau and more widely to the public 
education system in the country. The wounds will take a long time to heal. The 
problem is affecting not only the teachers but rather all the people working in the 
school, including other teachers as well as most families and students. For this 
reason, the response against this attack must be the firm defense of our 
schools by a strongly united education community. 
 
The Ministry of Education is trying to further this campaign attacking us with actions 
such as the following:  



 It has published reports that inform about the legal requirements made and 
which detail investigations, carried out and ongoing, on other alleged cases of 
indoctrination in some other 50 schools. 

 It has send the names of the schools and details of the alleged complaints 
(some of which are implausible and have been discredited by the Public 
Prosecution Office itself) to the mass media, which can cause serious 
coexistence problems for all teachers and schools concerned, as well as an 
impairment for education itself. 

 
The aim of this campaign of persecution and public stigmatization of the teachers is 
to make keep teachers silent, to silence debates and dialogue in the classrooms 
and to generate mistrust and coexistence problems in the schools. 
 
We understand that this is an extremely serious attack against all teachers and 
against our work and that of the education community in general. Until now we have 
shared the Catalan education system without division and discrimination for reasons 
of language, origin or thought. It is also an attack against some of the foundations 
of education and society, such as dialogue, debate, freedom of expression and the 
promotion of a critical thinking. They want us divided and isolated. We must 
remain closer than ever. LET US EDUCATE WITHOUT FEAR. 
 
CGT Federation of Education call for all teachers to support our comrades at the 
Institut Palau, sending our letters of support to the school and to the assembly of 
teachers to their email address solidaritatprofessoratelpalau@gmail.com 
➔ You can also follow them on Twitter (@ 9delpalau): 
https://twitter.com/9delpalau?s=09 

➔ and  Facebook https://www.facebook.com/9delpalau/ 
PLEASE SEND PICTURES WITH THE SLOGAN #YO TAMBIÉN SOY DOCENTE DEL 
PALAU (I am a teacher of El Palau too) 
 
LET US EDUCATE WITHOUT FEAR 
NO TO THE ATTACKS AGAINST THE PUBLIC EDUCATION SYSTEM 
NO TO THE CAMPAIGN OF SMEAR AND THE HARASSMENT AGAINST  
TEACHERS IN CATALONIA 
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